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Synopsis

For all the damage that has occurred over the centuries, for all the relentless and destructive
modernization still taking place today, Kyoto, imperial capital for more than a millennium, remains a
rich, inexhaustible archive of Japanese cultural history.Houses and Gardens of Kyoto introduces a
broad array of Kyoto’s traditional houses from every period of the city’s history. They range from
summer villas to townhouses, from monumental Buddhist temples to insubstantial garden pavilions,
from personal homes to traditional inns. All have their associated outdoor spaces, whether
condensed courtyard gardens, picturesque stroll gardens, "dry landscape" stone gardens, or the
"borrowed scenery" of distant landscapes.Both exquisite photo album and fascinating historical
study, Houses and Gardens of Kyoto is sure to be the standard reference work on this topic for

many decades to come.
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Customer Reviews

"The book will plunge you into a complex world of well-organized traditional architecture and serene
natural settings. You will learn the subtleties and secrets behind some of Kyoto’s most remarkable
houses and gardens. You will visit temples and ryokans and enjoy the changing seasons of their
environment. The book is a great reference for Kyoto lovers as well as an enticing introduction for
first-time visitors. | enjoyed learning so much and admiring the quiet beauty of the pictures!"

a "LittleAesthete.com blog

Born in New Zealand, Thomas Daniell is a practicing architect who has been living and working in



Kyoto since the early 1990s. Widely published, he is a contributing editor for the architecture
journals Mark and Archis.Born in Tokyo, Akihiko Seki spent over 20 years working outside of Japan.
Since taking early retirement, he has traveled with his wife and cameras throughout Japan and Asia.
He is the photographer and author of Asian Resorts and also photographed and co-authored

Ryokan: Japan’s Finest Spas and Inns.

Buy this book!! This book contains more information than five independent books covering the same

topic materials discussed within. | know....| have purchased them.

This book is beautiful, a good way to plan a visit to temples and gardens in Kyoto or to indulge in
nostalgia if one has already been there. Some of the pictures are small . . . but they are clear. The

text seems insightful.

Great item and fast delivery!

Excelent

This is a very beautiful book, but then look at the source city they are photographing and writing
about, you cant ask for a more beautiful place to choose. | have been to this city and the book lives

up to my memory of kyoto. If you cant afford to go, buy this book and dream . Signed Daunn Munn

This book is beautifully done. A mass of pictures showing the beauty of Kyoto, architecture,
gardens, everything!! | get many ideas for my house from studying these photos. A must!!! Worth

every penny.

Exceeded my expectations. Now | can’t wait to actually go to Japan and see some of these

buildings and gardens!

the photos are great and the narrative wonderful. The history of Kyoto’s houses & gardens was a
nice addition.The delivery time for this book was depressingly slow. | would not use the same

supplier again.Lauren
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